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Representation Profile of the 224th General Assembly (2020) 
Commissioners and Advisory Delegates  
June 19, 26-27, 2020 | Virtual Assembly 
Note: Data received on June 7, 2020 and additional data on June 12, 2020 

With the shift to a virtual and condensed General Assembly meeting in June 2020, we are seeing a shift in who is 
serving as commissioners to the assembly. As an example: This GA has more white women than any other group.  This 
is the first time that has happened.  We recommend to you previous GA profiles to see who served in recent 
assemblies. 

 

Commissioners – TECs and RECs 
The data shared on June 7 had 503 Commissioners with 25 not reporting their age (as of June 7).  The most equitable 
distribution of age is in 7 year increments as shown below.  The more traditional age ranges for data is reflected in the 
second figure. 

 

The youngest commissioner is 21 and the oldest is 82. The average age of commissioners is 59.3 years.  Median is 62 
(mid point) and mode is 68 (most common age).  

Because some identities have 2 or fewer persons described, we report those in larger categories  we called 
“Remaining…”  to distinguish it from the category of Other which was a chosen option.  There are 7 women in the 
category for “Remaining women” who have 5 unique racial identity descriptors (Middle Easterm, Native American, 
Asian, Multiracial and Unrecorded).  There are 4 Reminaing men claiming 2 unique racial categories (Native American 
and Mulitracial). Two remaining persons are unrecorded or prefer not to answer.  For each race and sex combination 
a percentage of the total number of commissioners appears in the legend of the following figure. 
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The data is reported out inclusive of all identites claimed by 
commssioners to GA224.  Those missing, are missing in the data set.  
Some commissioners asked for interpretation in Spanish and Korean.  
Disabilities reported  were quite low in number and not reportable in 
this document.  Those reported did not request accommodation 
beyond those available individually via technology (louder settings for 
sound, larger font sizes).   

Commissioners will be connecting across six time zones (Alaska – 
Atlantic) with the majority connecting from the Eastern time zone 
(55.5%, n=279).    

The next largest time zone representated is Central time with 25.8% 
of commissioners (n=130) followed by Pacific time (10.1%, n-51), 
Mountatin time (6.8%, n=34) and Atlantic and Alaska combined to 
have 9 commissioners or 1.8%.  
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All Advisory Delegates – EADs, MADs, TSADs, and YAADs 
The majority of advisory delegates are young adult advisory delegates (YAADs, n=127) but there are also three other 
categories: ecumenical advisory delegates (EADs, n=6), mission advisory delegates (MADs, n=7), and theological 
student advisory delegates (TSADs, n=9).  Detailed analysis for YAADs follows this aggregated data presentation (all 
advisory delegates, n=149).  Advisory delegates ages span from 17 to 63: YAADs are 17-23; EADs are 44-63; MADs are 
40-62; and TSADs are 24-62. There are an additional 9 advisory delegates without a recorded age (3 YAADs, 2 TSADs, 
3 MADs and 1 EAD). The youngest is 17: the oldest is 63. 

 

Two advisory delegates requested interpretors.  Some claimed identity categories had only 2 or fewer respondents 
and they have been aggregated in “Remaining” groupings below.  For “Reminaing men and other” of the 6 persons, 
there are Asian, Middle Eastern, Native American and Other race identitfied persons (5 identify as male and 1 
prefered not to answer).  For “Remaining women” of the 5 persons, there are Latina/x, Unrecorded race and Other 
race. Multiracial descriptor includes all persons who claimed more than one racial identity group and these are not 
the same identities within the group. 
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Advisory delegates are connecting from 9 time zones and 53.2% are in Eastern time (n=84).   
The remaining distribution is as follows:  

• Central US (n=42) 
• Pacific US (n=15) 
• Mountain US (n=7) 
• Atlantic US (n=3) 
• Central Africa/Eastern Europe (n=3) 
• Brasilia (n=2) 
• Alaska (n=1) 
• Hawaii (n=1) 

 

What is obvious from this analysis is that advisory delegates span continents and most delegates are connecting from 
the continental United States. 

 

Young Adult Advisory Delegates are 127 of the 149 persons in the data set. All YAADs are 17-23 years old by Standing 
Rule of the General Assembly.  
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Minister Commissioners (aka TECs – Teaching Elder Commissioners)  

 

Eight TECs did not record their race or sex, or both.  “Remaining persons” is a category which appears when responses 
are 2 or fewer and so they are grouped this way.  This category includes women and those not identifying their sex or 
preferring not to answer, and TECs here claim Middle Eastern, Asian, White and Unrecorded racial identities.  
“Remaining men” is made up of Other raced men and a Multiracial man. The remaining categories above were those 
claimed by respondents.  TECs are 49.8% female with 1% not reporting their sex. No minister commissioners 
claimed a disability. Five persons identified language interpretation and those were Spanish and Korean. 

 

Thirteen TECs (5.2%) did not share their age (at the start of GA) and were recorded as zero.  Average age of those who 
shared their age (n=238) is 53.6 years.  Most common age range for TECs who shared their age is 56-63 years with 59 
persons.  Youngest TEC is 28 years old.  The oldest TECs are 75 years old.  Persons 49 or older are 151 TECs or 63.4% 
of those who recorded an age.  Median age is 56 (from those who recorded an age).  Mode is 63 (most common 
answer). 

With a virtual General Assembly, we have new variables that may impact participation. TECs live across 5 time zones 
but the majority are connecting in Eastern time.  Evaluating across time zone looks like this:  
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With 55% of all TECs living in Eastern time zone (n=139), who is in that group? 

 

Five persons in this group did not record an age.  Of the remaining 134 folks:  
• 3 persons are under 30 (all White women who are over 27); 
• 23 persons are 30-39 (14 White women, 6 White men, and one Middle Eastern woman, Asian man, and 

Latino/x man);  
• 27 persons 40-49 (13 White women, 12 White men, and 1 Black woman and Asian man);  
• 32 persons 50-59 (15 White men, 13 White women, and 1 Latino/x man, Asian man, Latina/x woman and 

Black woman);  
• 42 persons 60-69 (17 White women, 15 White men, 4 Asian men, 3 Black men, and 1 Black woman, Other 

man, and Multiracial man); and 
• 7 persons 70-75 (3 White men, 2 White women, 1 Black woman, and 1 Black man). 

Central time zone has the next largest number of TECs at 65 persons. See Figure 5 on next page for the race/sex 
distribution. Five persons in this group did not record an age.  Of the remaining 60 folks: 

• 1 person is under 30 (a White man); 
• 7 persons 30-39 (5 White women, 2 White men); 
• 16 persons 40-49 (11 White women, 2 White men, and 1 Asian man, Black man and Unrecorded man); 
• 15 persons 50-59 (7 White men, 6 White women, and 1 Asian man and Asian woman); 
• 19 persons 60-69 (10 White men and 9 White women); and 
• 2 persons 70-75 (a black man and an Unrecorded man).  
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Mountain, 7%
Atlantic, 1%
Alaska, 1%
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Minister Commissioners from the Central time zone break down by race and gender in the figure above. Remaining 
persons category contains Asian men, Asian women and unrecorded persons.   The Eastern and Central time zones 
account for 204 minister commissioners of the 251 who serve in the 224th General Assembly (2020). 

 

 

Minister Commissioners (TECs) accessing the meeting from Mountain time span in age from 35 to 75.  The largest age 
group is 60-69 and has 6 persons in it (35%).  Of the five persons under 50 from this group, all are White, and one is a 
woman. One TEC did not report their age.  The group 70+ (n=3) contains all of the racial difference. 

 

 

TECs from the Pacific time zone span in age from 36 to 72 years old. The vast majority are in 2 age ranges: 10 TECs are 
50-59 years old and 9 TECS are 60-69 years old. All but one person under 60 are White. Four persons of color are in 
the 60-69 age range (Other, Black and Asian).  All persons under 50 are women and those 50 – 59 are predominantly 
male (2 women). 

Commissioners from Atlantic time zone and Alaska time zone are very few: Alaska has 2 persons and Atalntic has 3 
persons.  Of these 5 persons, 3 women of color (2 Latina/x and 1 Black) and 2 men (1 Latino/x and 1 White). One has 
not recorded an age – the remaining 4 span from 49 to 70 years old.   
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Elder Commissions (aka RECs: Ruling Elder Commissioners)  

 

Remaining men is a category that includes all those identities claimed by men who did not have more than 2 persons 
in it (Native American, Multiracial and Unrecorded race).  One REC did not report their race or sex.  The categories 
above were those claimed by respondents.  RECs are 55 % female.  No elder commissioners claimed a disability.  
Four persons identified language interpretation (Spanish and Korean). 

 

When looking at RECs by their age, 12 RECs did not report their age (4.7% of 252 elder commissioners).  Examining 
the distribution of the ages of RECs that did report their age (n=240), the largest group of persons serving are 63-70 
years old, or 84 persons (35% of RECs).  Persons 63 and older are 66.25% of RECs (n=159). When we add those 49 
and up that grows to 91% of RECs (n=219).  The average age of Elder Commissioners is 65 years.  The median age is 
67 years.  The mode is 68 years (more commissioners are this age than any other year).  The youngest REC is 21, the 
oldest is 82 years old.  
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Most RECS (56%) are connecting to the assembly from the Eastern time zone. Since we are gathering virtually, where 
folks are gathering from may impact their participation.  So who are gathering in each of these time zones? 

 

The category “Remaining” covers any identified groups with 2 or fewer respondents.  Persons grouped here claim 
Multiracial, Native American, Asian, Latina/x, and Unrecorded identities. 

Six persons in Eastern time RECs did not record an age.  Of the remaining 134 folks (73% White, 19% Black, 7% All 
other responses – Latino/a/x, Asian, Native American, Multiracial and unrecorded):  

• 3 persons are under 30 and 4 persons are 30-39 (a Black woman, a Native Am man, an unrecorded man, a 
White man, a Multiracial woman, a White woman, and a Black man);  

• 7 persons 40-49 (2 White men, 1 White woman, Black woman, Latina/x woman, multiracial man and Asian 
woman);  

• 19 persons 50-59 (8 White women, 5 White men, 3 Black women, 2 Black men, and 1 Latina/x woman);  
• 55 persons 60-69 (23 White women, 22 White men, 7 Black women, 2 Black men, and 1 Asian woman);  
• 45 persons 70-79 and 1 person is 80+ (20 White women, 16 White men, 5 Black men, 3 Black women, and 1 

Asian man and 1 Unrecorded man)  

Men outnumber women in ages under 40 and over 70.  The youngest RECs from Eastern time zone is 21 and the 
oldest 81.  Ruling elders are older than their minister commissioner counterparts. One commissioner identifies a 
language need. 
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Central time zone has the next largest number of TECs at 65 persons. Four persons in this group did not record an age. 
The average age of RECs from Central Time Zone is 65.3 years (removing unrecorded ages).   Of the remaining 61 
folks:  

• 2 persons 30-39 and 3 persons 40-49 (2 White women, a White man, a Latino/x man and a Multiracial 
woman); 

• 8 persons 50-59 (4 White women, 3 White men, and 1 Black man); 
• 19 persons 60-69 (12 White women, 9 White men and 1 Asian man, Asian woman, and Native Am woman);  
• 23 persons 70-75 and, 1 person 80+ (11 White women, 10 White men and 3 black women). 

Youngest is 37 and oldest is 80.  Eighty-five percent of RECs in this time zone are White, with 6.5% Black, 3% Asian, 
and 6% Other – Latinx, Native American, Multiracial and Unrecorded).  57% are female with 1.5% not reporting their 
sex. 

 

Elder Commissioners from Mountain time are 88% White and 65% female.  Most are 60-69 (n=8) followed by 70-79 
years old (n=5).  “Remaining persons are Native American and Black, a man and a woman.  The youngest REC is 42 
and the oldest, 82. 

 

Ages of RECs in Pacific time span from 53 to 79 years with one unrecorded.  Most Pacific RECs are 70-79 (n=11) 
followed by aged 60-69 (n=8). One commissioner identifies a need for interpretation. 

Commissioners from Atlantic time zone and Alaska time zone are very few, 4 persons.  Of these, there are 3 Latino/x 
men and 1 White woman – 1 unrecorded age, and remaining 3 spanning ages  from 45 to 69 years old.  
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Young Adult Advisory Delegates (aka YAADs)  
YAADs have many responses to the identity questions and show some variety.  Answers to race/sex  
included 15 different answers making up unique identity groups: six of which described 1 person and two described 2 
persons (four are age 20, two aged 18 and 23, and one aged 19 and 21).  Those ten have Latina/x, Native American, 
Asian, Multiracial, Other and Unrecorded persons so we are not reporting them as individuals.  The graph below 
shows 120 of the 130 YAADs.  By Standing Rule, all YAADs are 17-23 years old. 

 

To make the race/sex difference clearer, the figure below removes the age data where we collapsed very small (1-2 
response) categories into larger groups so we could report the data. 
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YAADs are connecting from 7 time zones.  More than half of the YAADs reside in Eastern time zone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do the Eastern and Central time YAADs groups look by their distribution? 

 

The majority of YAADs from this time zone are white men.  “Remaining men” includes categories recording 2 or fewer 
persons and includes Black men and Multiracial men.  “Remaining women” is grouped of those categories recording 2 
or fewer responses and includes Asian women and Multiracial women. 

 

White men edge out White women in Central time with no other claimed category getting more than 2 responses so 
are aggregated.   “Remaining men” are Latino/x, Black, Multiracial and Other.  “Remaining women” are Asian and 
Multiracial. 

Though White women outnumber White men in Advisory Delegates and YAADs, when time zones are taken into 
account those majorities shift to White men in Central and Eastern time.  

One YAAD requested interpretation and no YAAD described a disability for which they were requesting an 
accommodation.  


